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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

February is nationally recognized as Black History Month in the U.S.A. On
this Friday, we spotlight Black scientists and inventors.

BLACK INVENTORS

Marie Van Brittan Brown

In 1966, African American nurse Brittan Brown invented an early
security unit to put her mind at ease while spending nights alone
and away from her husband in their Queens, N.Y. home. Her
system included a camera that could slide through peepholes in
the front door and appear on a home monitor, along with buttons
to unlock the door and contact the police. She and her husband
took out, and were rewarded, the patent for this system in 1969.

Madam C.J. Walker

Recorded and recognized as the first female self-made millionaire
in the U.S., Madam Walker earned her fortune by inventing a line
of hair products specifically for African American hair. She then
used her wealth and acclaim to promote her philanthropic and
political causes-- she became active in the anti-lynching
movement and paid for the tuition of six African American
students to attend the Tuskegee Institute. The Netflix series "Self
Made" is based upon her life.

Garrett Augustus Morgan, Sr.

Morgan, who only received six years of formal education and
later worked to pay for his own tutor as a teen, is responsible for
patenting inventions like the traffic signal and gas mask. In 1916,

after a natural gas explosion in a work site beneath Lake Erie,

Morgan was part of the rescue team that wore his mask
invention to enter the gas-filled tunnel and save two men.
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