	NHTI DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM
	TECHNICAL STANDARDS SELF ASSESSMENT


In the interest of your own personal safety and the safety of your patients, there are significant requirements that must be met to be a student in the dental hygiene clinical and lab area.  The attendance requirements and stamina demands on the dental hygiene student require student hygienists to be in good physical and mental health. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the NHTI Dental Hygiene Program is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities in lab and clinical experiences.  However, NHTI cannot honor requests that would result in fundamental alteration of program requirements, including essential technical standards, or a lowering of academic standards.  This document is designed to assist candidates and students in assessing whether you believe you may meet the program’s essential standards, with or without reasonable accommodation.
	Issue
	Description
	Standard/Physical Requirement

	Intellectual
	Reason, analysis, problem solving, critical thinking,
self-evaluation, and lifelong learning skills
	-Comprehension of three dimensional and spatial relationships 

-Consistent, accurate and quick integration and synthesis of information, especially in 
   emergency situations

-Demonstrate ability to understand and apply instructional concepts in labs and clinical
   sites

	Somatic and functional


	Use of all senses
	-Able to observe demonstration at a distance and close at hand

-See fine detail, focus at several distances

-Discern variations in color, shape, and texture in order to differentiate normal and 
   abnormal signs and symptoms

-Use tactile sense to perceive and interpret vibrations associated with clinical procedures

-Visual and intellectual ability to acquire information from charts, radiographs, computer images, and other modes of delivery

-Sufficient hearing to develop reasonable skills of percussion and auscultation

	Motor function
	Critical fine and gross motor ability
	-Able to manipulate small objects, equipment, tools, and materials, palpation, 
   percussion, auscultation, and other maneuvers.

-Fine motor ability is a critical necessary skill.

-Gross motor ability to perform functions such as basic life support, transfer, and 

   position of patients as well as operate around the patient and dental chair. 

-Able to operate both foot and hand controls

	Communication
	Communicate with patients, peers, faculty and guests
	-Possess sufficient command of English language in order to retrieve information from 
    textbooks, lectures, exams, and other forms of written and verbal media

-Must communicate in verbal, nonverbal, and written form

	Emotional health
	Possess emotional good health
	-Able to exercise good judgment and prompt completion of all responsibilities 
   associated with patient care

-Professionalism, compassion, integrity, empathy and respect

-Able to endure stress and taxing workloads

-Able to accept constructive criticism and respond appropriately by modifying behavior


I have read and understand the above essential technical standards. By signing below, I am representing that I believe I can meet these standards with or without reasonable accommodation. I understand that no standard will be waived for me.
	Print Name
	
	Signature
	
	Date
	


